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How many of you have tried to mediate a disagreement between two 

people? Or maybe you have been in a disagreement with someone where 

you were trying to be a peacemaker. As you know one of the most helpful 

approaches is to not only clearly define what the problem is but also 

discover what you can agree on. What common ground can you agree on? 

For example, you may both have the same goal in the end but a different 

perspective of how to accomplish it. Establishing common ground helps you 

identify a starting point to working toward resolution.  

 

This is precisely where Paul begins I Corinthians 15. There was a theological 

dispute going on the in the Corinthian church about the resurrection of the 

dead. Some were saying that there was no resurrection of believers at the 

end of the age.  

 

Paul begins by reminding the Corinthians that what they have in common is 

their faith in Christ. More specifically, Paul reminds them of the undisputed 

facts of Christ’s resurrection. The Corinthians weren’t arguing about the fact 

that Christ had been raised. Only about their own resurrection. Yet Paul 

begins with what they firmly believed about Christ’s resurrection as the 

grounds upon which He will build his argument in favor of the believers’ 

resurrection as we will see next week. And so Paul writes [vs. 1-4]  

 

The Corinthians had become so sidetracked with secondary issues that the 

apostle Paul had to bring them back to matters of first importance. And its 

these matters of first importance that we want to focus our attention on 

this morning. When Paul says, “He delivered as of first importance that 

which he also received, he seems to be referring to a tradition, perhaps one 

of the first creeds of the early church: “Christ died for our sins according to 
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the Scriptures, and…He was buried…and He was raised on the third day 

according to the Scriptures…”(3-4).  So what is the significance of this little 

creed? Let’s break it down: 

 

1. Christ died for our sins according to the Scriptures (vs. 3).  

 

In what sense did Christ die for our sins? 

 

Jesus died to save us from the penalty of our sins. 

 

First, Jesus saved us from the penalty of sin. The Bible says that the 

wages of sin is death1. But death in the Bible is more than the end of 

existence. To live in sin is to live in opposition to God as your 

enemy. To live in sin is to defy God’s holiness and provoke His 

wrath. So when Jesus went to the cross in our place to bear sin’s 

penalty, He took upon Himself the wrath of God that our sin 

deserved (I Thess 1:10). Jesus said, “whoever believes in the Son has 

eternal life, but whoever rejects the Son will not see life, for God's 

wrath remains on him." (John 3:36).  

 

This is why Jesus sweat drops of blood in the Garden of 

Gethsemane; so intense was the pressure that Jesus faced as He 

considered drinking the “cup” the Father had willed for Him. In the 

O.T. the term cup was often used to refer to God’s judgment and 

wrath.2  Jesus would not only endure extreme physical suffering, 

but He would also become the ultimate sin offering (2 Cor 5:21), 

bearing the sin of the world and receiving upon Himself the full cup 

of God’s just wrath and judgment against our sin. It was this cup of 

the Father’s wrath poured out on Him that caused Jesus to cry out 

from the cross, “My God, My God, why have you forsaken me.” 

Jesus was experiencing the anguish and torment of hell that our 

betrayal of God deserved.  
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Perhaps the best summary of Christ’s substitutionary death in our 

place is found in 2 Corinthians 5:21 where Paul said, “God made 

Christ who knew no sin to be sin on our behalf that we might 

become the righteousness of God in Him.” In other words, even 

though Jesus had never sinned, He became a subsititutionary sin 

offering to serve the sentence we deserved.  So on the cross, God 

treated Jesus as through He had committed every sin that we have 

done, so that He could treat those who trust in Christ as though 

they had lived His perfect life.  

 

Jesus died to save us from the power of sin.  

 

But not only did Jesus save us from the penalty of sin, He also saved 

us from the power of sin. When a person is born again, he is not 

only forgiven but also given the presence of the Holy Spirit in His life 

to empower Him to resist sin’s temptation, so that Romans 8:12 

says we are no longer under obligation to live according to the flesh 

because the Spirit of Him who raised Jesus lives in you.  

 

Jesus died to save us from the presence of sin.  

 

Finally, take hope my friends, Jesus will also one day rescue us from 

the presence of sin. Jesus will come again to usher His followers into 

the new heavens and new earth, having banished all sin and evil to 

eternal hell. There will be no more tears or pain because we will be 

forever delivered from the presence of sin.  

 

This is what it means for Christ to die for our sins. He took upon 

Himself every ounce of God’s holy fury against sin to deliver us from 

the penalty of sin, the power of sin, and presence of sin. And all of 

this, “according to the Scriptures.”  
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According to the Scriptures… 

 

Why does Paul add this simple phrase. Because its important to 

understand that the meaning of Christ’s death was not just re-

interpreted after the fact into something more than it really was by 

His followers.  

 

Thousands of years before, God had foretold the suffering and 

death of the Messiah in passages like Isaiah 53, and Psalm 22. On 

the road to Emmaus Jesus explained to His disciples how the 

Scriptures testified of His suffering and glory beginning with Moses 

and the prophets. The significance of Christ’s death was not some 

fabrication or reinterpretation of events—it was according the 

predetermined plan and foreknowledge of God (Acts 2:23).  

Christ died for our sins according to the Scriptures!  

 

2. Christ’s burial confirmed the historical fact of His death (vs. 4).  

 

[vs. 3-4a] The burial of Jesus serves to authenticate that Jesus did in 

fact die—because you can’t have a resurrection without a true 

death. The burial accounts establish historical data surrounding His 

death and resurrection. The facts do not become fuzzy at this point. 

We know where He was buried—in the tomb of Joseph of 

Arimathea. We know who served as eye-witnesses of His burial—

Joseph, Nicodemus, Mary Magdalene, and Mary the mother of 

Joses.3 Yet not only could Jesus’ friends verify where He had been 

buried, but also Pilate the Roman guards stationed to guard His 

tomb.4 So plain and verifiable were the facts surrounding Jesus’ 

death, and burial that the only way for His enemies to distort the 

4 Matt 27:65-66; 28:11 



truth was to pay the guards to lie about what had happened on that 

Sunday morning.5  

 

3. Christ’s resurrection established the significance of His death.  

 

[vs. 3-4] Nothing that has been said so far, would be life-changing if Jesus 

were still in the grave. Everything in the Christian faith hangs on the 

resurrection of Christ. But what does it mean?  

Its important for us to note that the NT specifically teaches that it was the 

Father who raised Jesus from the dead.6 This is significant because it means 

the Father was so satisfied with the payment Christ made for our sin, His 

wrath was so utterly spent and exhausted on Christ, that having fulfilled all 

His justice demanded of sinners, the Father could no longer leave Him in the 

grave. Just as it would be unjust for a judge to leave a prisoner in prison 

even one day beyond His sentence, so the Father raised Jesus from the 

prison of death because the sentence for sin was fully paid.  

The resurrection is God’s “Amen” to the cross! Or as Rom 4:25 says, “Christ 

was raised for our justification,” meaning the resurrection is the verifying 

proof that God is so fully satisfied with Christ’s sacrifice to remove all our 

guilt and condemnation,7 that God’s wrath has been turned to favor for those 

who are one with Christ. At the cross justice was served and wrath poured 

out for sinners. In the resurrection, Divine favor was restored to all who hope 

in Christ.  

So for the believer, the cross says no to condemnation; the resurrection says 

yes to God’s favor. The cross is the payment; the resurrection is the proof of 

purchase.  The resurrection is the seal that certifies the final payment on our 

debt has been paid. This is of first importance! Christ died for our sins 
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People often use the language of Christ being in the grave for three days, or to say 
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according to the Scriptures, was buried and was raised on the third day,8 
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4. Christ’s appearances established the historical fact of His 

resurrection.  

 

[vs. 5-8] An empty tomb alone does not prove a resurrection. But post-

resurrection appearances to specific people and hundreds of people is 

undeniable evidence. The weight of vs. 5-8 is that in the day in which Paul 

was writing I Corinthians, there were still hundreds of people alive who 

could be located and give eye-witness testimony with remarkable 

consistency to the risen Christ. The Gospel is not only theological, its 

historical.  

 

Why is this of first importance?  

 

So why are these truths of the death, burial, and resurrection of Christ 

matters of first importance? Because If you believe them, and as a result 

make Christ the King and treasure of your life, it changes everything!  

 

When you give ultimate trust and allegiance to Christ… 

� It changes your relationship with God from enemy to friend. 

� It plunges you into the infinite depths of God’s love. 

� It secures your eternal destiny in heaven instead of hell. 

� It guarantees your own resurrection from the dead. 

� It gives you an enduring hope through life’s circumstances while you 

await heaven. 

� It gives you the blessing of God’s presence so that you don’t walk 

through life alone. 

the Scriptures declare. As Paul Barnett explains, “The Jewish day began at sunset. 

Thus Christ died and was buried on Friday afternoon (day one); He remained in the 

tomb from Friday sunset to Saturday sunset (day two); He was raised alive 

sometime during Saturday night before the arrival of the women on Sunday 

morning (day 3).” (Focus on the Bible: 1 Corinthians, pg. 273-274).  



� It changes what you value and therefore what you live for—because 

Jesus gives us a new heart. 

� It changes how you care about people.  

� It changes you—your heart, your desires, and perspective.  

 

Yet Christ’s power to transform is not effective for those who merely assent 

to follow Christian teachings, but only those who utterly forsake their sinful 

life of independence from God, and make Jesus the love and Lord of their 

life.  

 

Living as though the Gospel is of first importance. 

 

I’m sure that most of us would say “Amen” to gospel as of first importance. 

But how can we live as though it really is? Let me suggest a few ways to take 

it into life. We live as though the gospel is of first importance by… 

 

1. Responding personally to Jesus who was crucified and raised to 

rescue you from a life of sin and eternity of damnation. Turn from 

your sin, repent, and follow Christ with a new heart.   

 

2. No longer living as through we are obligated to our sinful flesh (to 

be selfish, cling to bitterness, only live to please myself, treat 

temptation as irresistible, etc.) but availing ourselves of the Spirit’s 

power to fight sin and resist temptation. To walk in the victory that 

is already ours in Christ! 

 

3. Walking in the joy of knowing that God’s favor toward us has been 

secured through the perfect righteousness of Christ.  

 

4. Being messengers of hope—refusing to keep the Good News to 

ourselves. That means making room in our lives for people who 

need the hope of Christ. I realize that making room in our lives for 

anything or anyone can be very difficult. But I have discovered that 

its hard to care deeply about the souls of people I don’t really know. 

Yet when I develop a friendship with someone, I have a greater 

concern for their soul and a deeper longing to see them live in the 

fulness of Christ.  

 

This summer I had some great intentions to reach out to friends and 

neighbors. I was making plans for a neighborhood Bible study, I was 

hoping to do some outreach to the boys in my neighborhood, but 

neither of those things happened this summer—and the reason is 

one you all can identify with. I was too busy. In fact, I was so busy 

serving the church, I was missing out on the mission of the church.  

 

I’m not convinced that making the gospel of first importance is 

going to happen by trying to do more than we are already doing. 

And so I actually considered not leading a Life Group this fall so that 

I could lead an evangelistic Bible study—but we didn’t have enough 

leaders and I didn’t want to give up my life group because I love 

hanging out with them. So I have to be more creative.  

 

So it got me to thinking, what if we as a church we were so 

committed to the gospel as of first importance that we began to 

“cheat” the church a little to build the kingdom. For example, what 

if you asked your life group to join you in praying for a family you 

want to reach out to and then skipped your life group on a Tuesday 

or Wednesday night to have dinner with them—to build a 

relationship for the purpose of showing and sharing the hope you 

have in Christ.  

 

In fact, can I just give you permission to skip your life group once a 

month to grill burgers or go out for ice cream (or Thursday morning 

breakfast, guys) with someone that you are praying will come to 

know and follow Christ.  

 

My point is this, let’s be creative and not only live out the benefits 

of the gospel in our own lives, but give it away!  


